
Lesson 1 

Evolution of Computers 

Q-1 Fill in the blanks: 

1. Abacus was the first computing machine. 

2. Pascaline was invented by Blaise Pascal. 

3. Analytical Engine was a mechanical computer. 

4. Charles Babbage is called as the Father of computers. 

5. ENIAC is termed as First Generation computer. 

6. Abacus was made up of a wooden frame, metal rods and wooden beads. 

7. Blaise Pascal was a French mathematician. 

8. John Napier invented a calculating tool known as Napier’s Bones. 

9. In 1673, German inventor Gottfried Leibniz developed the Leibniz 

calculator. 

10.  The first general purpose electronic computer appeared in 1946. 

11.  A laptop computer is also called as notebook computer. 

12.  The handheld computers are also called as Palmtop computers. 

13. In 1951, Eckert and Mauchly designed another computer called the 

UNIVAC. 

Q-2 State true or false: 

1. A handheld computer is a mini computer. (False) 

2. The computer you use in your house is a personal computer. (True) 

3. Abacus was the first computing device. (True) 

4. Pascaline was developed by Blaise Pascal. (True) 

5. Approximately 4000 years ago Japanese invented the Abacus. (False) 

6. Blaise Pascal invented the Pascaline at the age of 25 years. (False) 

7. Gottfried Leibniz developed the Leibniz computer. (False) 

8. In 1801, Jacquard invented the Difference Engine. (False) 

9. Analytical Engine was designed in the year 1820. (False) 

10.  Howard Aiken outlined a plan for Mark-I. (True) 

11.  Mark-I is also known as ENIAC. (False) 



12.  ENIAC used hundreds of vacuum tubes. (False) 

13. Personal computers can use a limited range of software. (False) 

Q-3 Match the following: (Direct answers) 

1. Abacus – invented by Chinese 

2. Blaise Pascal – Pascaline 

3. John Napier – Napier’s Bones 

4. Gottfried Leibniz – Leibniz Calculator 

5. Jacquard Loom – still used by weavers today 

6. Aiken’s machine – Mark-I 

7. ENIAC – first generation computer 

8. Micro computer – personal computer 

9. Laptop computer – notebook computer 

10.  PDA – Personal Digital Assistant 

11.  Mark-I – weighed approximately 5 tons 

12.  UNIVAC – used to predict Presidential elections 

Q-4 Name the following:  

1. Name the first computing device. 

A. Abacus 

2. Name the inventor who developed the Leibniz calculator. 

A. Gottfried Leibniz 

3. Name the method used by mathematicians and book keepers. 

A. Leibniz Calculator 

4. Name the machine that was controlled by punched cards. 

A. Jacquard Loom 

5. Name the computing machines designed by Charles Babbage. 

A. Difference Engine and Analytical Engine 

6. Name the man who outlined the plan of Mark-I. 

A. Howard Aiken 

7. Name the other name given to Mark-I. 

A. ASCC (Automatic Sequence Controlled Calculator) 

 



8. Name the other vacuum tube type computers other than ENIAC. 

A. EDVAC and UNIVAC 

9. Name the most popular personal computer processing chip manufacturing 

company. 

A. Intel 

10. Name the computers used by meter readers and parcel delivery boys. 

A. Handheld computers 

Q-5 Answer in one word: 

1. In which year was Pascaline invented? 

A. 1642 

2. What is the other name of Pascaline? 

A. Pascal’s machine 

3. Who invented Napier’s bones? 

A. John Napier 

4. In which year was Leibniz calculator invented? 

A. 1673 

5. What was added to speed up the work of Leibniz calculator? 

A. Crank 

6. Who uses Jacquard Loom even today? 

A. Weavers 

7. Who is called the Father of computers? 

A. Charles Babbage 

8. What is the full form of UNIVAC? 

A. Universal Automatic Computer 

9. What is the full form of ENIAC? 

A. Electronic Numerical Integrator and computer. 

10.  Who’s presidential election were predicted by UNIVAC? 

A. Dwight Eisenhower 

11.  What is the other name of laptop computer? 

A. Notebook computer 

 



12.  What is used for keeping schedule calendars and address book 

information? 

A. Personal Digital Assistant (PDA) 

Q-6 Choose the correct answers: 

1. The first calculating device was 

a) Slide rule 

b) Mark-I 

c) Pascaline  

d) Abacus 

 

2. A tablet is a  

a) Micro computer 

b) Super computer 

c) Mini computer 

d) Desktop computer 

 

3. Mark-I is also known as  

a) American Sequence Controlled Calculator 

b) Automatic Sequence Calculating Controller 

c) American Sequence Controlled Computer 

d) Automatic Sequence Controlled Calculator  

 

4. Who built the first mechanical calculator? 

a) Joseph Marie Jacquard 

b) John Mauchly 

c) Blaise Pascal 

d) Howard Aiken 

 

5. Which was the computer conceived by Babbage? 

a) Analytical engine  

b) Arithmetic machine 

c) Donald Knuth  



d) All of these 

 

6. The lower deck of an Abacus is known as  

a) Heaven  

b) Earth 

c) Sky 

d) Floor 

 

7. Charles Babbage is considered as the father of modern computers because  

a) of his difference engine 

b) of his analytical engine 

c) of his concept of input, mill and output 

d) all of these 

 

8. In one second, the Mark-I could add _____ eight digit numbers. 

a) Two 

b) Three 

c) Four 

d) Six 

  

9. How many vacuum tubes were used in UNIVAC? 

a) 19000 

b) 5400 

c) 19400 

d) 5000 

 

10.  Handheld computers are also referred to as  

a) Desktop computer 

b) Mini computer 

c) Palmtop computer 

d) Laptop computer 

 



Q-7 Define: 

1. Micro computer -  Micro computers are termed as modern age computers. 

They can be commonly seen at offices, homes, educational institutions, 

small businesses and designing agencies. 

2. PDA – Personal Digital Assistant is a term used for any small mobile 

handheld device that provides computing and information storage and 

retrieval capabilities for personal or business use. 

Q-8 Differentiate between: 

1. Desktop computer and laptop computer 

Desktop computer Laptop computer 

1. Desktop computer is also called 
as personal computer. 

1. Laptop computer is also called 
as notebook computer. 

2. Desktops are large in size and 
have a separate monitor. 

2. It has in-built keyboard, 
mouse and modem. 

3. Desktop processors are large in 
size and powerful. 

3. Laptop processors are not as 
powerful as desktop. 

4. Desktop use higher wattage 
power supply. 

4. Laptop computers use less 
power than desktop. 

 

2. ENIAC and UNIVAC 

ENIAC UNIVAC 

1. ENIAC was the first general 
purpose computer. 

1. UNIVAC was the first 
commercial purpose 
computer. 

2. ENIAC was invented in the 
year 1946. 

2. UNIVAC was invented in the 
year 1951. 

3. ENIAC used 19000 vacuum 
tubes and took a lot of space. 

3. UNIVAC contained 5400 
vacuum tubes which required 
less space. 

4. ENIAC means Electronic 
Numerical Integrator and 
Computer. 

4. UNIVAC means Universal 
Automatic Computer. 



Q-9 Answer the following: 

1. Write the names of any four computing devices. 

A. The names of any four computing devices are : 

Abacus 

Pascaline 

Napier’s Bones 

Leibniz Calculator 

 

2. Why Charles Babbage is known as the Father of computers? 

A. Charles Babbage is known as the Father of computers because the 

computing machines made in the 1900s and even today are based on he 

designs of Difference engine and Analytical engine. 

 

3. What are the disadvantages of Mark-I? 

A. The disadvantages of Mark-I are: 

(i) It was very big – 51 feet long and 8 feet high. 

(ii) It was expensive and complicated to build. 

(iii) It had one million parts and weighed approximately 5 tons. 

 

4. What are modern computers? 

A. Micro or personal computers are termed as modern computers. They are 

small size computers which can be commonly seen at homes, offices, 

educational institutions, small businesses and designing agencies. 

 

5. Write any two features of modern computers. 

A. The two features of modern computers are: 

(i) They are cheaper and user friendly. 

(ii) Children enjoy playing games and watching movies in these computers. 

 

6. Write any four characteristics of computers. 

A. The four characteristics of computers are: 

(i) Speed 



(ii) Accuracy 

(iii) Storage 

(iv) Communication 

 

7. Write any three limitations of computers. 

A. The three limitations of computers are: 

(i) No self-learning 

(ii) No decision making power 

(iii) No learning power 

 


